SHE'S TRUE 'BLUE'

By V.A. MUSETTO
Taiwanese-born Chia Hui Gao directed "Blue Fire."

September 29, 2002 -- Women directors are in the spotlight Wednesday at the Anthology Film Archives' weekly New Filmmakers series. The centerpiece is the sensual "Blue Fire," by Taiwanese-born New Yorker Chia Hui Gao. It's the story of a young man (John Kwon), newly arrived in New York, who falls for the hooker (Victoria Linchon) with whom he shares an apartment in Queens. The script required a lot of nudity by the stars, but they had no trouble baring all. "They are very good actors, and to good actors anything goes," Gao told us. And the realistic sex scenes? "They weren't real, but they looked it because the actors were really into it," she said. The New Filmmakers program begins at 6 p.m. with a reception. The movies start an hour later. The Anthology is at Second Avenue and Second Street in the East Village; (212) 505-5181. * One of the hippest video stores in the West Village has rented its last movie. Kim's West, at Bleecker and West 10th streets, shut down last Monday after 12 years. Chris Maltby, the store's manager, said the closing came after the landlord tripled the rent. Cine File was a regular at the shop, where the young people behind the counter knew what you were talking about when you asked for something by, say, Bela Tarr. (Just try getting one of the Hungarian director's films at a Blockbuster.) The closing leaves four other Kim's in Manhattan. * The Mouse House's dubbed version of the Japanese anime feature "Spirited Away" is playing all over town. To Disney's credit, it has set aside one screen for the original Japanese version, with English subtitles. But the theater is in Times Square, which probably doesn't draw the type of audience that would be interested in a subtitled flick. Why not move it to the Sunshine Cinemas on Houston Street in the East Village, where the dubbed edition is now showing? We're sure the theater's hip, young audience would be appreciative. * Goethe-Institute New York (Fifth Avenue and 82nd Street) is bringing back early movies by director Wim Wenders. The series kicks off Friday at 6:30 p.m. with the feature "Summer in the City" (1970) and the short "Same Player Shoots Again" (1967). The full sked is at www.goethe.de/newyork. V.A. Musetto, Post film editor, can be e-mailed at vam@nypost.com.

